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Chris James : The Complete Serger Handbook  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Complete Serger Handbook: 

40 of 40 people found the following review helpful. Very helpful, especially for a beginnerBy Tessa N. DenhamI had 
always wanted a serger but I didn't know why because I never really knew what it did. This book really explains it in 
easy to understand language. It's full of tips and techniques for a variety of fabrics, applications and machines.I got this 
at the same time as my first serger. It makes an excellent supplement to the manual. A serger can go from a 
multitasking, valuable sewing must-have to a maddening wad of tangled thread torture device in a matter of seconds. 
This book is the only thing that came between my serger and a baseball bat on several occasions.If you're new to 
serging, get this and start reading it before you even open the serger box. Even if you're an experienced serger ("serger-
er?" "Serger operator?"), I bet you'll find alot of helpful info in it that you'll wonder how you ever did without.113 of 
114 people found the following review helpful. AVOID Serger "Fail" with this bookBy Joanna D.Sergers are GREAT 
but you either take to them right away or find them frustrating. To avoid "serger fail", this book is excellent and it was 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806998075


the first one I got when I bought a serger.Here's the contents:Can your Serger Replace a Sewing MachineGetting to 
Know Your MachineThreadsWhich Stitch Is WhichThreading and RethreadingTensionControlsMastering Serger 
TechniquesTaking the Nonsense out of KnitsRolled HemsFlatlockOh NO My serger is SICK!Care and Feeding of 
your machineBIG colorful sharp photos of stitches and threads and examples.I suggest you make a sample of each 
stitch your machine can do, staple the sample on a page and write down the tension and settings. Put these pages into a 
notebook. When you pull out your machine, you'll be ready to set it up without having to dig into memory to 
remember the last sewing session.Sergers are phenomenal on knits, make children's clothes in literally minutes and 
finish raw edges on materials like cottons and linen quickly and beautifully. I sew summer skirts in 20 minutes with 
my serger but I would not be able to do that without having this resource book handy.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The manual that comes with the serger is fine, but this handbook goes into detail about how 
...By Gigi J.I am a beginner serger and have just bought a Juki Serger. The manual that comes with the serger is fine, 
but this handbook goes into detail about how to use it and what to use it for. Now, I just have to find time to sit down 
and study it.

Theres nothing better than an author whos made all the mistakes herself, has taught hundreds of others, and writes 
with humor. Chris James fills the bill. This beautiful book talks about knits, rolled hems, and flatlocking. At the end is 
a trouble-shooting guide....The close-up color photos make her text even more understandable....highly 
recommended.The Creative Machine. The most comprehensive reference on serging to date.Craft Needlework Age.

From Library JournalWriting this work has given James the opportunity to encapsulate the techniques she has 
developed during 15 years of teaching. The result is a concise guide to the serger and serger techniques. Major 
sections of the book include identifying the parts of a serger (with photos of each part), serger accessories, types of 
threads, threading and testing the threading, learning to regulate tension, and techniques. Throughout, James 
emphasizes using a knowledge of serger threading, needles, and tension to solve any problems relating to stitch 
formation. A good purchase for public libraries.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


