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Isela Phelps: Loom Knitting Afghans: 20 Simple Snuggly No-Needle Designsfor All Loom Knitters before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Loom Knitting Afghans: 20

Simple Snuggly No-Needle Designs for All Loom Knitters:

66 of 66 people found the following review helpful. lots of nice patterns to keep me busy!By Sneaky BurritoFirst off, |
just wanted to clarify something -- thisis the exact same book as Loom Knitted Throws: 20 Simple and Cosy, No
Needle Designs for All Loom Knitters by the same author (released a few weeks ago). | spent along time comparing a
printed copy of that book to the Look Inside sample for this one, and the only differences are (extremely)

minor:* cover* British spellings of some words in the other book (i.e., "colour" instead of "color")*different order of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1250049849

measurements: "1 in (2.5 cm)" in thisbook versus 2.5 cm (1 in)" in the other book* different publisher name (this one
isfrom Isela Phelps's American publisher) The projects are the same, the interior photos are the same, the instructions
are the same, the layout of the text is the same, even the page numbers are the same. So buy one or the other, but it
doesn't make sense to get both. Also, since they're basically the same book, I'm posting areview for this onethat is
quite similar to my review for the other.Moving on, if you are familiar with any of Isela's other books (I have her
Loom Knitting Primer and Loom Knitting Socks books), the writing style is about the same here (it's wordy and could
use some editorial polish, but is understandable enough). Personally, | was buying the book for the projects. And I'm
used to interpreting this author's instructions, by this point.What skill level isthis book for?1'd say that absolute
novices should start with something smaller than an afghan, which is a huge investment of time and materials. There
are plenty of books for beginners with hats, scarves, etc. See below for alist of the patternsin *this* book, including a
few notes on what | expect to be particularly easy or difficult projects.What |oom should you use? All but one or two
of the projectsin this book were made with looms from the Authentic Knitting Board Company. These include a 60"
Wide Afghan Loom Knitting Loom KIT, aKB 28" Knitting Board + Peg Extenders + Hook and Instructions, and the
KB All in One Loom. Most of the projects are "regular" gauge (1/2" peg spacing) or "small" gauge (3/8" peg
spacing).l have aMartha Stewart Knit and Weave Loom Kit (well actually, two of them) and placing the small pegsin
every holeisa"small" gauge according to this book, while the large pegsin every other hole is close to "regular"
gauge. The nice thing is, these projects are large, flat pieces, so unless you're making something specifically to cover a
bed, your finished size doesn't have to match the pattern measurements exactly. Just make sure you use an appropriate
weight of yarn for your gauge. There's a small possibility that you might need two Martha Stewart looms to have
enough pieces for some of the largest projects. Mine are currently occupied with other projects so | can't take them
apart and play with the configuration right now.There are also some double knit patternsin this book (which the
Martha Stewart loom can also do, or you can use the 28 inch Knitting Board). The Knifty Knitters and similar looms
will not work with most of the projects in this book, with the exception of maybe three patterns in the bed covers
section that are worked in parts. Y our gauge will likely be off, though -- most of the patterns are worked in worsted
weight yarn which isreally too small for a Knifty Knitter unless you double up.The book opens with some pretty
standard (for Isela books) discussion of tools (some of which are probably more necessary than others). Here are the
ones that are probably the most necessary:* knitting tool* crochet hook (for some cast ons, not for crocheting!)* stitch
markers (unless you have the Martha Stewart loom, then you can just use contrasting pegs)* tapestry needle (for
weaving in ends)* measuring tape or ruler* scissorsSome things that are nice to have but not strictly necessary for every
project:* something to use as a stitch holder; there are specialized devices for this or you can use regular knitting
needles or cable needles* notepad and pen to keep track of rowsThere's also a discussion of various types and sizes of
yarn, and other reference material about gauge, different stitches, etc. Read it if you want, but it's not necessary to
understanding the book unless you've never knitted or loom knitted before. There's a section about blocking and
embellishments that | haven't seen in my other books by Isela, but the instructions seem clear and easy to understand.
The reference material is all grouped together in the early part of the book (the index is useful for finding what you
want). There are lots of diagrams showing you how to cast on and bind off. | do plan to use these as references; it's nice
to have them collected here so that | don't have to refer to two different books. (I have been loom knitting for over a
year but | don't get to spend alot of time doing it and | tend to forget things between knitting sessions.) | think these
diagrams are probably more useful than photos would be, because the lines are clean and the yarn colors are clearly
distinguished. However, the written directions beneath the drawings are not always 100% clear. Take the directions
and the drawing together and you can probably figure out what the author is talking about, though. At least, that's how
it was for me. | taught myself to loom knit with one of Isela's books (the Primer, linked to above).On to the projects.
There are three sections that are divided by finished item size rather than by difficulty. The first project section is baby
blankets:* Entrelac baby blanket (4 colors, worsted weight); complicated instructions here* Lace baby blanket (1 color,
aran yarn)* Cable baby blanket (1 color, worsted weight); one of the simpler patterns in this section* Alphabet baby
blanket (1 color, worsted weight)* Pushchair stripes blanket (2 colors, worsted weight); another simple

pattern* Colorwork car seat blanket (2 colors, worsted weight)* Gentle waves baby blanket (2 colors, worsted weight);
this one is double knitThe second project section is throws and afghans:* Ripple lace throw (1 color, worsted

weight)* Chevron throw (4 colors, worsted weight)* Garter stitch afghan (1 color, worsted weight); easiest pattern in
the book and good for mindless knitting in front of the TV* Twist of lime cable throw (1 color, chunky yarn)*Braid
circular lapghan (3 colors, bulky yarn)* Embossed diamonds throw (1 color, worsted weight)* Aran lapghan (1 color,
bulky yarn)* Simple afghan throw (1 color, worsted weight); second easiest pattern in the book* Just a little throw (1
color, worsted weight); this oneis double knitThe third project section is bed covers:* Sampler block bedspread (9
colors, worsted weight); made in patches and sewn together; pattern kind of looks complicated (becauseit is several
pages long) but really isn't* Cables and lace throw (your choice of 2 colors or 1 color, worsted weight)* Summer rose
bed afghan (3 colors, bulky yarn); made in patches and sewn together; requiresa LOT of yarn (59 skeins...)* Striped
mitered square blanket (2 colors, worsted weight); made in patches and sewn togetherMost of the patternsin this book
are worked as one piece. Thisis going to require a huge loom (casting on 100-200 pegs in many cases) and it's going



to be heavy and probably not portable once you've gotten going on a project. If you are looking for portable projects,
look for the Afghans Bed Runners for Knitting Looms: A Step-by-Step Guide for Creating 12 Stunning Projects on a
Knitting Loom by Denise Layman, which features patterns worked in smaller pieces and later pieced together. The
patternsin this book really do range from simple (garter stitch afghan) to quite a bit more complex. All the single color
patterns feature interesting textures (except, perhaps, the garter stitch afghan). | don't love al the color choicesin the
models, but there's nothing that requires me to use the same colors the book used!I'm not going to make every project
in this book -- have no need for baby blankets, for example -- but there are quite afew that | do like. Some of the
larger, single-color afghans remind me of the lovely projects in knitting catalogs (projects | couldn't do before because
| don't know how to knit with needles). So I'm excited to be able to make similar projects on my loom(s), now. The
summer rose bed afghan looks alittle like something my grandmother would like, but most of the patterns -- especially
with appropriate color choices -- should appeal to younger people, as well.At any rate, hope | have been able to
provide some useful information on this book. | look forward to starting a couple of these projects as soon as | finish
what I'm currently working on!10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Great ideas but beware! By Steph
in TexasGreat photos and very inspirational if you're looking for new projects. Thisisn't abook for beginners mostly
because it needs a good editor! The thread requirements are not reliable. The only pattern I've worked so far isfor a
very simple afghan. (And it turned out this pattern was included with the KB super afghan loom!) The book says it
requires 2800 yards of yarn (16 skeins) for a52 x 56 in. afghan. The KB instructions say 1400 yardsfor a40 x 60 in
afghan. (FY1, | bought 10 skeins (1850 yds) and it's just barely enough.) The book has some incorrect page references.
Theinstructions for at least one of the stitches don't make sense and the illustrations of the stitches aren't always paired
with the right step of the instructions. The stitch illustrations are shown on small round looms instead of something
you'd use for an afghan.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. | sela Phelps does for Loom Knitting what
Edison did for the light bulbBy Charlene M. Carnaghil am an instructor of knitting and crocheting. Recently, | have
introduced loom knitting to children and adults. | have promoted I sela Phelps loom knitting booksin my classes and
they have been received with excitement and more than amild interest. Hope to see more in the future

Popular loom knitting maven Isela Phelps is back with a new book containing patterns for afghans, blankets, and
throws. Whether you're new to loom knitting or a serial afghan knitter looking for some new exciting projects, this
book has lots to delve into from blankets featuring graphic chevron patterns or avariety of stitches and textures, to
easy patchwork throws or blankets showcasing intricate cables and lace patterns. Asthe projects are arranged from
beginner to advanced, new loom knitters can progress through the designs while learning and mastering techniques
along the way. Isela provides the clear, easy-to-follow instructions her books are known for, and shares hints and tips
for how to choose the right loom and yarn for aproject. Anillustrated introductory chapter explains and demonstrates
everything you need to know about loom knitting and serves as a great refresher course. A finishing section helps you
achieve expert results and provides instructions for how to personalize your designs with a range of embellishments.

About the Authorl SELA PHELPS is the author the bestseller Loom Knitting Primer, and other titles in the popular
series, including Loom Knitting for Babies Toddlers, Loom Knitting Scarves, Hats, Bags and More, Loom Knitting
Socks, and Loom Knitting Pattern Book. She is an active member of the online knitting community. Iselais also the
editor and publisher of Loom Knitters Circle, an online magazine for loomers and blogs at purlingsprite.com. She lives
with her husband and children in Cache Valley, Utah.



