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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised LeatherCrafted: A
Simple Guide to Creating Unconventional Leather Goods:

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. To the best of my ability | have read this book with ...By J. . B.
DugawConfession - | know the artist and author personally for several years. We first met at aleather storein the
Seattle area, and then again out on the Olympic Peninsula while we learned to make shoes which fomented a form of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1440241678

professional friendship. She has willingly taught me several of the techniques shown in this book. To the best of my
ability | have read this book with an open and critical perspective to give as unbiased an opinion as | may. So here
goes.Simply put thisis an excellent primer. Do not mis-understand. Thisis not asimplistic gloss over of technique
leaving out important details, nor does she shy away from the fact that one can choose to use chemicals or techniques
that require attention to detail. It is on the whole well balanced. While it opens with the seemingly requisite historic
outline of the importance of leather, blah blah blah. | found myself actually learning alot about Caitlin asif | didn't
know her personally. Her passion for leather craft iswhy she includes the history. Her historic lensis defined by her
passion for the medium in which she works. This sounds corny, but | found myself thinking back through my own
journey as an on-again-off-again leather crafter, and frankly envy her love affair with her craft. This mixes history and
her love of the craft with a gentle nudge to you he reader to get cracking. Y ou can do this. If she as someone who
started knowing nothing of the "right way" can do it, and build a business, then you can too.l had the opportunity to
study with Caitlin in Spring of 2014 in her studio in a private session as | wanted to learn one of her technique. My
experiences in that workshop are highly reflected in her writing style. During the introductory chapters dealing with
tools, dying, patterns, carving, burning and painting, her voice shines. She walks the reader through the thought
process mixing important details such as burning pens are hot for longer than you think, with hints about how to
recover an error, and a conversational style about how to go about creating. She maintains a conversational style while
managing avery progressive step by step process of each lesson.What | found a bit unique regarding her perspectiveis
to encourage the reader to use a provided pattern to create a practice piece, which she promises to return to from time
totime. | cannot stress how uniquethisis. A lot of bookswill say to the reader "no go and do." Caitlin takes the first
step to helping the reader overcome any hesitancy by providing a starting point pattern. Photocopy the page, traceit,
cut it, stampit, carveit, burn it, soak it, dyeit and in the end you have the potential for a bit of a heart felt creative
masterpiece. Well ok maybe not a masterpiece, but if you follow her advice by making the practice piece and then at
the recommended time step to your workspace and invest in alittle creative recess, you will open adoor to a brighter
richer and fuller world. That sounds like a hard sell, | am telling you from personal experience and from watching
Caitlin in her shop, it isapromise not a hard sell.When one getsto the last third of the book (first two are history and
technique) she becomes more more mission focused. Projects are lain in anatural progression of easy and small to
larger and more complex. Each project either has a pattern or sufficient information to help one create a pattern. If one
has forgotten how to make a pattern--or any technique in the step-by-step guide--not to worry she has referenced
important details with page numbers as part of the project summary. When outlining some of the projects she repeats
some of the details found in the techniques form of the book, but more as a synopsis. If you want to detail, the project
summary has the specific portion or portions of the book to which you need to refer.If | have only one "I wish she had
..." it would be this. Assuming you are afirst time crafter the single hardest thing for you will be to the take the first
step. Caitlin and | have joked about this afew times; the hardest thing for adults to do is to cut leather for the first
time; to paint leather for the first time, the burn leather for the first time, to do any of the steps for the first time. She
has given an excellent germ of an idea by providing and encouraging the reader to make a practice piece. And she
admirably and consistently encourages the reader to go back to that piece for creative recess. What | wish she could
impart is her passion and desire to help you get over the hurdle of making your first piece. It doesn't need to be perfect.
It needs to be something you made. She has such a deep rooted passion to help others create that is present throughout
the book. | just wish there was some way for the book to have a sole chapter on how to get over your mental block.
She does it so brilliantly in person; and this book isthefirst | have owned with a practical effort at giving the reader
the opportunity to invest in a piece that will not become something; rather it will be representative of first steps. And
that dear reader is a pretty marvel ous thing.All the best to you. If you buy this text--and | hope you do--promise
yourself and commit yourself to making the practice piece, overcome any reservation, and go create something. It will
be amazing because you made it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | am truly enjoying this book there
islotsto ...By JDUNCANI am truly enjoying this book thereislotsto learn I'm very excited that the information is
bring me abreast of some of my achievements. J Duncan6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Y eah...not
so much...By CustomerNot what | was hoping for. I'm not crazy about the kitschy, entry level, kid-made-at-camp
design of the projects.

L eather accessories with amodern twist! Step aside, traditional tooled leather--there's a new game in town. Caitlin
McNamara Sullivan of Moxie and Oliver teaches you how to cut, punch, sew and rivet leather into one-of-a-kind
accessories. Start small with asimple keychain, then build up to a belt, awallet, phone case, messenger bag, and
more! Along the way, you'll learn the secrets behind the bold, decorative designs that give these pieces their modern
edge. With afocus on trendy embellishments and detailed instructions to keep you on track, LeatherCrafted is your
guide to creating fashionable leather accessories--one project at atime!

About the AuthorCaitlin McNamara Sullivan is a self-trained artist and the creator behind Moxie Oliver, a shop
dedicated to handcrafted leather accessories. She currently lives just north of her hometown of Seattle, Washington,



with her husband, two kids, two dogs and two cats. When she's not at the studio making leather goods, Caitlin enjoys
working in the yard and sewing small projects for her kids and home. Find more of her work at
www.moxieandoliver.com.



