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Editors of Reader's Digest : Complete Guide to Sewing : Step-By-Step Techniques for Making Clothes and 
Home Furnishings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Complete Guide to Sewing : Step-By-Step Techniques for Making Clothes and Home Furnishings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Still an important book !By Jeanne MarieToday I give it 4stars, 
truthfully at this point if viewed thru the lens of when it was written. It would deserve 5 stars. I loved to sew was an 
active sewist, then life got in the way, I took some time off. Looking to refresh my library, as well as my skills, I 
looked to dated books for information, detail, as well as from a financial perspective. I was more than happy with what 
I found in this book continue to encourage its use for the novice sewist as well as an expert using it as a teaching tool. I 
continue to love this book/series.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent go to for how to and 
includes how to tailor patterns to fit your body.By Natalie Odilo OPThis book is an excellent reference. I picked up 
my mom's aging copy, browsed a few pages and immediately wanted to have my own copy. This book includes good 
instruction for general sewing how to but also includes instructions for altering patterns to customize the fit of a 
garment to your unique body. This is a great resource for anyone who enjoys making clothing and wants to have a 
good fit. It's also a good reference for beginners who want a good how to reference. I'm very happy to have this 
book!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is a keeper!By RuthLove this book! Step by step for 
anything you might need to know in the sewing world. I have also bought my cousin this book and plan on ordering 
my niece one. This for sure is my go to book out of the several books I have.
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Combines sewing fundamentals with up-to-date coverage of the latest equipment and advice on how to set up an 
effective sewing center, choose fabrics, and produce professional-looking clothes and household items. 50,000 first 
printing. $50,000 ad/promo.

From Library JournalDespite all the specialty guides, a good, basic sewing text is essential in any library collection. 
Clearly organized and full of diagrams and details, this revision of the 1976 edition contains some updates, new 
information, and cleaner text. Sections on tailoring and sewing projects have been dropped, information on sergers 
added, and metric measurements included everywhere. The section on fabrics has been enlarged, and children's wear 
has been simplified to reflect the joy of Velcro. Still, many of the changes are cosmetic, with some chapters reading 
word for word like the older edition?though the print is larger and darker in the new edition. Overall, this is a great 
source for sound sewing basics. Recommended for every library, especially those lacking the older edition.?Karen 
Ellis, Baldwin Boettcher Lib., Humble, Tex.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. Making even some of 
your clothes can save money (especially if you have kids), and sewing skills come in handy for alterations and repairs 
on your store-boughts (maybe you need to put in a new zipper or a hem, or you want to get creative with some old 
clothes). After 20 years, this is still the best all-around handbook on the shelves for sewing. No matter what your level 
of expertise, you'll find something you can use here. Everything from basic handstitching to using a sewing machine to 
sewing simple and complex patterns for clothing, bedding, slipcovers and drapes (even pesky zipper applications seem 
reasonable here). This newly revised edition has a slew of detailed drawings, friendly instructions and several new 
additions including a color photo spread of more than 190 fabric types. -- From The WomanSource Catalog : Tools for 
Connecting the Community for Women; review by Ilene RosoffFrom the Back CoverPraise for the First Edition of 
THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO SEWING "...abundant and precise line art, enticing photographs, simple-to-follow 
instructions and valuable information on tools, supplies, materials and techniques." The New York Times 
"...encyclopedic...clear and reliable..." UPI "...an excellent suggestion for a teaching manual, and a must for 
homesewing reference." Homesewing Trade News "Reader's Digest 'Complete Guide to Sewing' has all the answers." 
The Houston Post "Here is a special masterpiecea work designed for the skilled craftsman and those who desire to 
be...a 'how-to' book destined for long-range sales records." Roanoke (Va.) Times "The book differs greatly from other 
sewing books in that it lets pictures tell the story." The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer "Detailing techniques are well 
covered..."The Sacramento Bee "More than 500 well-illustrated pages have all the answers for sewers, beginners and 
otherwise." The (Portland) Oregonian "...every subject is clearly explained and demonstrated from its simplest 
beginning to its most intricate variations." Long Beach (California) Press Telegram "Here is everything you always 
wanted to know about sewinga veritable encyclopedia of stitching facts." The Austin American-Statesman "A woman 
who takes sewing seriously, or who wants to learn to sew, won't want to be without this book." (Portland) Oregon 
Journal 


